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224th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

• Theme: From Lament to Hope 

• Focus Scripture: Lamentations 5:20-21 

• In the Bible Study offered on June 24, the leader, 
Mary and James Taneti, offered lament as the 
frame for the viruses of COVID-19 and Racism-1619. 

o Lamentations—written by those who remained when exile occurred. 

o The one lamenting recognizes the causes of suffering - it is both within and outside him/her 

• Instead of rushing to move on, in lament, survivors choose to recognize trauma. 

• Brueggemann—community vacillates between: 

1. Isolation/abandonment 

2. Hope & Longing for New Beginnings 

• James Taneti: “Dance between utter desolation & vibrant hope.” 

• COMMENTS:  

o David M. – No “Renew our days as of old.” Strongly disagree that things will look like before the 
pandemic. We aren’t going back to the ways of the past. 

o José Manuel – This outbreak has a look of desolation on the horizon. 

o Daris – I beg the churches that are opened, please pay attention and be careful.  I am worried for 
you. 

o Ruffin – Even the reopening team is delaying next meeting for a month due to the reality. 

o Denise – The lack of control is a sign of desolation. This will help us to come out the other side in 
a more Spirit filled life. 

o Kim – Even with the facts people are wanting to meet. How do we have language of hope? 

o José Manuel - Encouraging people to meditate in the Psalms. 

o Daris – There’s a refrain: “we don’t have anyone sick” – well that is because we are doing things 
as we should.  I think of my mother who is a nursing home, and how good it is to facetime 
together.  Grateful for technology that can reconnect us.  Last week we looked at the long view, 
we should consider the short view too. 

“Why have you forgotten us completely? 
Why have you forsaken us these many days? 

Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored; 
Renew our days as of old.” 
- Lamentations 5:20-21 - 
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o Geoff – I lament the connectivity of proximity: talks in the hallway, etc.  Lament leads to hope. 

o José Manuel – I have been encouraging my members to read the Psalms to find and use the 
language for anguish and lament (normally they are looked upon for praise language).  We need 
to reclaim the laments. 

o Kennedy – Agreeing with José Manuel, I have continued my series in the Psalms, because I find it 
helpful personally.  Preaching the Psalms has been a way to enter into the anger and hope. 

o Jacqueline - I recommend Ann Weems book PSALMS OF LAMENT, psalms she wrote after the 
death of her son. 

o David M. - Hope in the OT is different than the hope in the NT. 

o Jennifer – Some days are hard to be a non-anxious presence.  It is especially hard with the social 
unrest which is building into the anxiety.  How do we address the reality of racial and political 
injustice from the pulpit? 

 Kennedy – I just preached on the complicity of the church in race. I say black lives 
matter TOO.  It didn’t seem that way for George Floyd.  If you speak on the Gospel and 
justice, it should be clear that it’s not partisan, but righteousness. 

 José Manuel – Work with the Belhar Confession to give you language, and what the 
Church should do.  Racism is not an opinion; it is a sin.  Our confessions have powerful 
language.  Be clear with what is partisan, and what is political.  Every time we frame 
justice through the political lens we do it a disservice. The Barmen Declaration speaks to 
our current situation, like it was written for us now. 

 Daris – When we become partisan, we violate the Johnson Amendment, which 
compromises your 501c3 status. 

 Ruffin – I always preach the Gospel on Sunday.  Tuesday nights have a platform for 
discussion with graciousness. Important to model how to have conversations when we 
disagree.  

 Shirley – The early church had to deal with Emperor Nero, who makes our current times 
seem like perfume.  My parents never spoke out against Hitler in fear for imprisonment 
but would boil potatoes for the Jews as they were paraded past them to feed them.  
Maybe it’s not a loud voice, but small deeds.  Pray for leaders and find ways to help 
where you can. 

o Wayne – Not opening this week is an example of moving from desolation to hope and back 
again. 

o Vilmarie – “A lamenting heart is a hoping heart.”  My feelings are on a seesaw.  There is always 
hope – God will not leave us.  It gives me comfort because we are not alone. 

 GA224 Bible Study Link:  https://ga-pcusa.org/worship-bible-study/#Bible_Study 

o Patrick – It’s like Good Friday and Easter.  We are Easter people.  We live with an exclamation 
point, not a period. 

o Geoff – Sometimes it’s hard to pop back up on the seesaw.   

o Daris – It’s not being overly optimistic, but sometimes it’s just enough to get through today. 

o Roger R. – The lowest is prospective funerals.  The highest is pounds of food feeding our 
community. 

o Dwayne - Great new book by N.T. Wright “God and the Pandemic “ 

https://ga-pcusa.org/worship-bible-study/#Bible_Study
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o Willy – Lament in canceling re-opening.  You move on.  Glad that we are taking the safer route.  
Learning to sit in the discomfort of lament. 

o Amalie – Furloughing people starting last week.  PPP didn’t come until after that decision but 
then did.  Desolation to hope. 

o Linda M. – Worried about the repercussions of re-entering in person worship.  Need to protect 
the little ones. 

o Dwayne – The high point is that we are reaching so many people that we would not have 
reached before.  People are reaching out to us, seeking spiritual help.  We have all the right 
pieces in place, but when people return, how do we make church happen?  

 

FINANCES 

• Here’s the latest and greatest when it comes to finances 

o There is a short “EZ” form for the loan forgiveness – contact your bank. 

o If business not sufficient to warrant re-employing that’s even forgivable 

o PPP extended until December 31 – its 24 weeks not 8 weeks (if you applied before June 3rd) 

• The GA passed only a small increase in per capita of 00.03 based on actions of the Assembly.   

o This makes the GA portion 8.98. 

o PTF per capita will be set in the fall. 

• COMMENTS:  

o Brice – What happens when you have an employee leave by choice? 

 Susan – If it’s not a situation that you caused, then you should be fine. 
 

HURRICANE PLANNING 

CONNECT WITH THE PRESBYTERY YOUR HURRICANE PREPARATION STATUS? 

• Have a church leader fill out form on our website: 

o https://vibrantpresbytery.org/2020-hurricane-season-connection/ 

WHAT WE KNOW: 

• Our joint work with the other 5 presbyteries in Florida will continue to be in place. 

• Presbyterian Disaster Assistance of the Presbyterian Mission Agency will NOT be providing any volunteer 
visiting teams were we to have a storm or other disaster 

o There are travel restriction on PCUSA entities through 2021 

o Support will come in the form of training 

• We are looking for people who would volunteer to serve on a Commuter Disaster Team who will be  
referred to Barbara Hassall. 

COMMUTER DISASTER TEAM 

• Will benefit from training via FLAPDAN and PDA 

• Will only do “day-trips” when providing relief services 

• Will conduct work that can be completed in a day 

https://vibrantpresbytery.org/2020-hurricane-season-connection/
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• Will likely include labor work such as muck/gut and mold remediation 

• Will require a “hold harmless” declaration and the need to self-insured as a volunteer 
 

FALL PLANNING 

• August Presbytery Assembly – will be digital. 

• All Presbytery events will be digital. 

o Staff will attend meeting digitally via Zoom – this will include churches that have re-opened 
buildings and are holding in-person worship events. 

• We are in “LIMBO.”  We suspect you are too!!!! 

• COMMENTS: 

o Patrick - First FTL Staff will reconvene in August as will the in-person worship services. 

o Nancy - First Delray Beach staff is able to go onto campus, but signs will be posted that the 
offices remain closed. 

o Vilmarie – GA224 was successful digitally, and is looking to provide tech knowledge throughout 
the denomination. 

 
PASTORS CONVOCATION 

• There will be a PASTORS CONVOCATION as scheduled: September 17-18  (SAVE THE DATE!) 

• No beachfront hotel.  (Insert Sad Face here!) 

• It will be conducted via ZOOM. 

• Schedule your time “away” now! - This is continuing education. 

• Featured speaker: Susan Beaumont 

• Theme: How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going: Leading in a Liminal Season 

• What you will get out of this experience:  

o Outstanding learning experience led by Susan Beaumont, premier consultant, coach and author 

o Concrete, practical, immediately useful tools and discernment techniques appropriate to 
leadership in liminal seasons 

o Your copy of the book! 

o Opportunities to interact with peers facing similar challenges. 

o Surprises yet to be determined. (Not as good a beachfront hotel but 
some goodies instead.) 

o Be on the lookout for registration invitations! (Not tomorrow but 
soon.) 

 

NEXT WEEK 

• Reading the tea leaves 

• Reflections on where you and your church are 

• Re-imaging (no, we are not talking about that conference) 
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• Re-thinking the timetable 

• Re-contextualization—a reworking of the Sitz-en-Leban as the exiles return 
 

ALONG THE WAY… 

1. Keep Breathing Deep! 

2. Get those steps in! 

3. Eat well! 

4. Ask and reflect on:  Where do I see God in all this? 
 
 

 


