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LEAVE TIME 
 
PLANNING, INTER-CHURCH CONNECTIONS, SCHEDULING 

• Presbytery of Tropical Florida, Committee on Ministry Manual page 86, section 5. states:  
o “The minimum terms of call will provide for a Vacation Leave of one month (up to 31 days).” 

• Section 6. states: 
o “The minimum terms of call will provide for a Continuing Education Leave of 2 weeks and a 

specific amount, which can be accumulated for up to three years.” 

• It’s time to plan something!  Put your leave on the calendar! 
o This is not about, “I just can’t take time off now.”  (Hmm, just how important are you??) 
o AND, it’s also not about, “I can’t take vacation at home, there’s nothing to do.” 

GETTING MY PLAN IN PLACE: 

• So you have dates on the calendar, what next 
o Make A PLAN in advance! (A real plan, not just an idea.) 
o Figure out your budget. (Vacations cost money, plan on spending some.) 
o Plan for a rainy day. (On a “regular” vacation there are always rainy days that require some 

alternative plans—same, same.) 

• Just how will I do this?? 
o spend time outside – double or triple your normal steps in a day 
o take a nap 
o stay up late 
o watch the sunrise from a new vantage point 
o have dinner delivered – eat off the good china or paper plates 
o cook something you’ve never made before 
o do a home improvement project 
o clean something OR don’t clean anything! 
o rearrange the furniture – literally take a different seat at the table 
o read – read ”fluff,” re-read a favorite, “I’ve wanted to read that” list 
o have your own film festival – ask your friends for suggestions 
o do an online exercise class – yoga, tai-chi 
o pack a picnic lunch 
o take an on-line art class 
o come on, get creative here…. -you could label your photographs, or finally go through those 

boxes, or sort out all the socks with holes 
o when in doubt: 

 Google it. 
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 Go for a drive. 
 Get ice cream. 
 Give yourself a break. 

• Getting my boundaries clear: 
o Turn off your phone at least 2 blocks of a 3-block day. 
o Do an ”out of office” email. 
o Put your mail “on hold” or don’t deal with it. (If you were out of town this would be part of 

what you do.) 
o Limit social media. 
o Limit news media. 

• The Buddy System 
o Who will cover for me? 
o How will I handle worship when I’m on leave? 
o I’ll be at home, so I can just do worship. Right? 
o Who will your buddy be? |Who needs a buddy? 
o What will you do? 
o When will you be on leave? 
o Schedule It Now 

• COMMENTS: 

o David G – As we restart in-person worship it seems like an awkward time to take off. 

 Daris – This is a great time to have Elders lead worship.  “Have them discuss their 
spiritual journey during this time.” 

o Jen - I’m planning to go to NC, then MO to see grandkids in August.  I’m not sure what to do 
now. 

 Daris – Especially for pre-planned vacation, it is appropriate to remind your session 
of that arrangement.  It is not good to sacrifice your plan. 

o Denise – Being flown to PA to do a wedding. 

o Shirley – Prior to reopening, we have been able to travel to see my grandchildren.   

o Patrick – I was off a couple of weeks ago – it was an odd experience doing nothing, and it 
was wonderful. 

o Sung – Will probably use my vacation time to move my family from Los Angeles.  Just looking 
for the right time to travel. 

o Wayne – July and August are too yucky here, so I will probably head to North Carolina. 

o Fran – Our pastor has notified us of his time off.  Because we are still not worshiping 

together yet, he is videotaping the four services in advance, so we won't be live.  

 

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS  
 
WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 PRESBYTERY 

• The Matthew 25 foci: 
o Building congregational vitality 
o Dismantling structural racism 
o Eradicating systemic poverty 
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Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes alive and we wake up to new 

possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to 
act boldly and compassionately to serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. 

 

• COMMENTS: 

o Wylie H – Recommended “The Color of Compromise” (Amazon Prime) | 
https://www.amazon.com/The-Color-of-Compromise/dp/B083ZMNSB2 

o Denise – Trinity participated in a march with the County Sheriff. 

o Wylie – Conducted a Prayer Vigil with the African Christian Ecumenical Ministerial Fellowship 
of Broward County, which had a great community turn out, even though it was a last minute 
effort.  We look forward to doing more. 

o Patrick – All we can do is take a pulse using social media.  I’m seeing a lot of 
#blacklivesmatter which is encouraging.  I’m also discouraged in seeing a lot of items that are 
vitriol and in poor taste.  We are trying to hit this issue honestly and straight on as pastoral 
staff. 

o Pam – The youth of the world gets it. 

o Dwayne – This topic speaks into what we have been doing for a while.  The Poor People’s 
Campaign is a great place to start next.  

 Vilmarie – The march on Washington is on June 20th.  RSVP and register 
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/june2020/ 

o Vilmarie – Presbyteries are asking congregations to ask the hard questions. 
Sometimes we forget the struggles of Jesus.  Encouraged by presbyteries that are 
addressing these issues. 

 
“DO ME A FAVOR, OPEN THE DOOR AND LET ‘EM IN” 
 

SOMEONE'S KNOCKIN' AT THE DOOR 
SOMEBODY'S RINGIN' THE BELL 
SOMEONE'S KNOCKIN' AT THE DOOR 
SOMEBODY'S RINGIN' THE BELL 
DO ME A FAVOR  
OPEN THE DOOR AND LET 'EM IN   

 

• How is it going? 

• Do we have your date? 

Click to see PCUSA Racial Justice Resources. 

Click to access the form. 
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• COMMENTS: 

o David G. – Having continual conversations with people to help change expectations.  We will 

try to make it feel like home – but it will be different.  We are retro fitting for live streaming. 
95% are at risk. 

o Shirley – We had about 25 people, masks, sanitizers, and seating taped.  People felt that we 

took good measures. 

o Denise – We had about 12 people. 30-minute service, preached on the racial unrest.  I do 
Facebook Live at 10:00 am, and in-gather service at 11:00 am. 

o Manny –  We are staying in our place serving our community. Our sanctuary was opened last 
Sunday again, taking all the safety precautions described last week. This time, again for a 
brief service and Holy Communion. Worshipers picked up specially sealed cups with the 
elements to take home, as they were ushered out. Attendance was about the same as last 
week, 51 persons, and 6 cars on the drive-by to receive the specially sealed cups to take 
home.  This too will pass.  In the midst of this intense hatred all around us, love will prevail.  
We know that God is in control. 

o Wylie – We are taking our time to set a date.  We have a committee, and the session will be 
meeting next week. 

o Amaile - First Boynton task force has June 28th for potential opening, finishing the PTF form 
after Thursday session meeting. 85% at risk. 

o Jose Manuel – First Spanish is easily more than 90% at risk. 

o Fred- COVID numbers have spiked so we aren’t even thinking about it. 

o David M. – 75% at risk.  The FM station transmitter worked well with the drive through 
service.  The transmitter only cost $150.00.  We did a run through with a graduation 
celebration drive through.  It has about a 7-block radius. 

 Amazon Prime Signsteck ST-7C Transmitter Mini Radio Stereo Station $145.99 

o Kennedy - We have some AC issues so until those are resolved, we cannot open.  When they 
are, likely early July, we will open and stream at the same time.  At least that's the plan now. 

o Nancy - We are ready… Made sure the church message makes it clear that its ok to stay 
home if you’re not ready. 

o Sung – We are opening this Sunday, after seeing that our host church, First WPB, was 
successful. 

o Vilmarie – It worries me that people will go back because the session said it is OK even 
though their personally don’t feel comfortable. This is a place for personal reflection. 

o Wayne – We are looking at opening July 5th and have lined up quite a few volunteers. We 
chose the holiday weekend so that we could anticipate less of a crowd. 

o Dwayne – Also considering July 5th, we are going to beta test with elders and deacons, and 
then do extensive evaluations. 

o Barbara – I concur with Vilmarie.  I found out that Blood Type A are prone to get the virus.  
Compelled to be there in a leadership position even though by definition she is at risk. 

o Patrick – Our taskforce presented the first approval for the first phase based on 100% 
feedback of our survey.  We are watching the potential spike, and how many FTL crowds are 
not complying with social standards.  Survey got as many responses as a Sunday morning 
attendance.  Memorial Day spikes are a cautionary tale.  Letting others be the canary.  
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o Fran – We are settling on July 26, after Pastor Roger returns from vacation.   
 

WHAT’S THE 411 ABOUT THE NEW SUNDAY MORNING 
 

HALF OF CHURCHED ADULTS HAVE NOT STREAMED A CHURCH SERVICE IN THE PAST FOUR WEEKS (JUNE 3) 

• In the Barna sample 96% of pastors report their churches have been streaming their worship services 
online during the pandemic. 

• Practicing Christians (those who typically attend a worship at least once a month) – one in three 
admits they have not streamed an online service during this time. 

• Yet, a plurality of Protestant pastors (40%) have reported and increase in virtual attendance since the 
pandemic lead to online worship. 

• 29% of Practicing Christians and 20% of non-practicing take advantage of online offerings at times 
other than Sunday. 

 

 
 

 

PTF: What might this mean
for us??

PTF: What might this mean
for us??
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JUST THREE IN 10 CHURCHGOERS HAVE HAD CONTACT WITH A CHURCH LEADER IN THE LAST MONTH 

• What is your sense of this? 

• How do your contacts “count” for your people? 

• Overall, what might we learn from the Barna research? 

• How does this accord or not accord with your experience?  Why do you think this is so? 
 

COMMENTS:  

• David G - This data might paint the picture of church as a country club.  That discipleship wasn’t 
happening even prior to the pandemic.  This is should prompt us to focus on discipleship for the 
future.  This is reflective of more than just online but represents pre-COVID experience.  

• Wylie – Amount of pastoral contact is often a complaint, but now the leaders have stepped up and 
are calling each other.  Realization that the Pastor can’t be the only one to make contact. This has 
relieved some pressure since Elders are helping out.  

o Daris - How can we take the “new” relationships and make them sustainable and deeper? 

• Amalie - So we need to rethink Bible studies, etc?  What will be the new way?  These questions are 
nagging at me. 

• Nancy – Our online numbers are up, but our viewers are not local.  The fellowship team is making 
calls to all those that register. 
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• Debi – I think we are starting to see those who want spirituality and are enjoying online services. 

• Dwayne – Incredible demographics 6 or 7 hours after services.  People are giving.  Easiest time to 
evangelize by sharing a link. 

• Vilmarie – We distribute packets with podcast information, which is having a good response; even 
with those who we have not been in contact with for a long time. 

• Yosneis – We are doing well with weekly zoom bible studies.  Tonight our session is meeting and I 
want to emphasize the opening of the building, because the church never closed.  I want to make 
sure that those who vote will be present at the opening and signing up for the cleaning.   

• Daris – We have often let people fall through the cracks.  How do we work harder/smarter and more 

spiritually to connect those who attend less frequent than we would like? 

 

 
 

MOVE FORWARD 

• Breathing Deep?   

• Get your body moving! 

• Taste and see that the Lord is good – give thanks? 

• ASKING: Where do I see God in all this?   
 

LET’S ALL KEEP TALKING 

• We will continue our conversations using the format of weekly Zoom meetings – join us Tuesdays at 10:00 
am or 3:00 pm. | Zoom Instructions: https://zoom.us/j/553315397   

• Keep up-to-date with the latest information: www.vibrantpresbytery.org 

• Daris, Geoff, Susan, and Sandra are here for you and available to you. 

 

 

Click to hear  
J. Herbert Nelson’s 
“Don’t Rush” 
message. 


